Social Media Outreach for World Elder Abuse Awareness Day
June 15 2014 
One person. Once action. One nation. United against elder abuse.
Want to help spread the word about World Elder Abuse Awareness Day?  Social networking is an excellent way to engage your community around this important and timely subject.  Below are some sample posts that you can customize and use.  We recommend using the 2014 WEAAD theme and hashtag when posting.  You can also link to our site to share further information, http://www.acl.gov/weaad.
Here are some tips for composing effective Facebook and Twitter posts.
· Have a clear and concise message.
· The best posts are a call to action.  Turn your followers into effective advocates by giving them a clear action to take. 
· On Twitter, Spell out the word ‘retweet’ if you want others to share your post.  This practice has been found to be more effective than typing ‘RT’.
· When retweeting or reposting, add value to the post by adding your own commentary, or add a link to additional media on the subject.
· Use popular hashtags, but use them in moderation.  Using more than two hashtags can muddle your message and is not recommended.
· Add something visual to your post to increase interest.  A photo, link with a thumbnail, or video can generate significantly more attention. Check out the logos from our tool kit.
· If you are planning a WEAAD event, post about it!  
Twitter – Twitter is a fast paced social network where users share brief posts that usually accompany photos, links, and/or hashtags.  What are hashtags?  Using the # symbol, or hashtag, makes the word or phrase that comes afterward searchable. It is a great way to enter or create a larger conversation. Remember that Twitter posts may contain a maximum of 140 characters.  
Hashtag ideas
#1U1Act1Nation
#WEAAD2014
Twitter Post ideas
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Be a part of a nation united to stop elder abuse! Learn more www.acl.gov/weaad and retweet to raise awareness #WEAAD2014  #1U1Act1Nation
· What can one person do? One person can change the world. #WEAAD2014 #1U1Act1Nation http://www.acl.gov/weaad
· Share a picture of an older adult whom you admire. What do you respect about them? Abuse cannot thrive where respect resides! #WEAAD2014
· Put faith into action. Respect our elders. 1 person. 1 action. 1 Nation. United against elder abuse. #1U1Act1Nation www.acl.gov/weaad
· Protecting our elders begins at home. Check on the older adults in your life today! #WEAAD2014 #1U1Act1Nation http://www.acl.gov/weaad
· I’m rocking my purple ribbon! #1U1Act1Nation What are you doing to raise awareness about elder abuse today? http://www.acl.gov/weaad
· Abuse cannot survive where respect resides! Act to protect elders! #1U1Act1Nation #WEAAD2014 http://www.acl.gov/weaad
Facebook Posts – Facebook has expanded its features over the years to include the ability to follow organizations, and public figures, but it still maintains a more personal, somewhat slower-paced user environment.  Posts can be a little longer, and have more conversation and engagement associated with them.  Facebook now uses hashtags too, but when you search hashtags you are limited to seeing only results from within your own network.  
This year we are hosting a Facebook challenge inviting people to share pictures of older adults whom they admire and say what they respect about them.  We believe that abuse cannot survive where respect resides. We invite you to share our challenge post that is listed below along with our other sample posts.
Facebook Campaign – Sample post
June 15th is World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. Join our challenge!  Share a picture of your parents, grandparents, or an older adult in your life and tell us something that you respect about them.  Because abuse cannot survive where respect resides! Add our hashtag #WEAAD2014 #1U1Act1Nation. Share to your own Facebook page, or ours and stand united against elder abuse.
Other Sample Posts
· Did you know that 1 in 10 American elders are being abused, neglected, or exploited every year? It is a secret national shame. Want to be part of the solution? June 15th is World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. For one day, take one action to raise awareness.  Invite a friend to like our page: www.facebook.com/NationalCenteronElderAbuse and follow this link www.acl.gov/weaad to learn other easy steps that you can take. One person. Once action. One Nation. #WEAAD2014 #1U1Act1Nation
· Today I am wearing a purple ribbon to honor survivors of elder abuse and taking to Facebook to raise awareness.  Won’t you join me? What are you doing to commemorate WEAAD? One person. One Action. One Nation. United against elder abuse. #WEAAD2014 #1U1Act1Nation
· Curious to know what people are doing to commemorate World Elder Abuse Awareness Day?  Visit http://www.acl.gov/weaad to search for events all over the US, add your own event or activity, and sign up to be a WEAAD collaborator. #WEAAD2014
· Every year 5 million elders are abused in the US alone.  It doesn’t have to be this way. There are many ways to make a difference.  Check on the older adults in your family or community.  Call your county Adult Protective Services if you suspect abuse, or neglect.  Give a caregiver a couple of hours off.  Talk to your friends about elder abuse.  One person can make a difference. One person can save a life. Learn more: http://www.acl.gov/weaad
· Did you know that neglect is the most common form of elder abuse? Be an advocate for one day and help protect vulnerable adults. #WEAAD2014 #1U1Act1Nation Learn more: http://www.acl.gov/weaad
· Have you known anyone who has been the victim of elder abuse?  I have.  It happens more often than you would like to think.  In fact, 1 in 10 elders are abused in the US every year.  Do you have a story?  Share it to help raise awareness about abuse and to help prevent abuse from happening to others. . #WEAAD2014 #1U1Act1Nation Learn more: http://www.acl.gov/weaad
Thank you for participating in WEAAD!  Don’t forget to tell us what action you are taking to raise awareness about elder abuse.  Go to our webpage, add your events and activities to our calendar, and sign up your organization to be a WEAAD collaborator. http://www.acl.gov/weaad

