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Federal TBI Program

More than 3.17 million Americans live with a disability
as a result of a traumatic brain injury (TBI). Many of
these individuals and their families are confronted with
inadequate or unavailable TBI services and supports.
Passage of the Traumatic Brain Injury Act of 1996 (PL
104-166) signaled a national recognition of the need
to improve state TBI service systems. The Act
authorized the Administration for Community Living
(ACL) to award grants to States for the purpose of
planning and implementing needed health and related
service systems changes.

Lead State Agency
West Virginia University (WVU)
West Virginia’s Grant History

West Virginia has received $2,462,193 in Federal
TBI Planning, Implementation, Post-Demonstration,
and Implementation Partnership Grants. The State
has provided approximately $1,253,394 in matching
support.
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Grant Objectives

1. Conduct at least 12 outreach activities for
professionals, survivors, family members, and
caregivers to share information on available
services, supports and resources in West Virginia
for people with TBI.

2. Working age adults with TBI will have access to
services and benefits that will support their return
to work post-injury.

3. West Virginia will utilize accurate data regarding
the prevalence, causes, consequences and
outcomes of TBI, as well as barriers to accessing
services to positively impact awareness programs,
service delivery and state policy.

Progress

e Conducted nine seminars statewide on
Rehabilitation of the Adult with TBI, which
included compensatory strategies for adults with
TBI, Pharmacology, Coping for families and
caregivers, Brain anatomy and the stages of
family processing.

e Exhibited at West Virginia State Fair in 2015,
conducting outreach and education to
approximately 7,000 Appalachians, sharing
information on available services, supports and
resources. Additionally, provided educational
materials and conducted outreach at 12
conferences and festivals across the state.

e Provided educational materials to legislators on
prevalence, causes, consequences and outcomes
of TBI, as well as barriers to accessing services.

e Conducted more than 60 outreach activities for
professionals, survivors, family members and
caregivers. Provided community trainings to
agencies, survivors and families to include 27 TBI
101, Introduction to TBI, 13 HELPS Screening
Tools for TBI, and four TBI and Substance Abuse.

e Conducted two town hall meetings for TBI survivors
and their families.

Continuing Effort

West Virginia will continue to collaborate with State
agencies and projects to address issues prioritized by
the TBI State Action Plan: improved self-advocacy
training for individuals with TBI; and develop a
comprehensive and coordinated system of services
and supports, from hospital discharge to community
integration. West Virginia will continue to assist
consumers and families with TBI specific training and
technical assistance to facilitate self-advocacy efforts.

For Further Information

State TBI Program

WVU Center for Excellence in Disabilities
959 Hartman Run Road

Morgantown, WV 26505
thi@hsc.wvu.edu

Federal TBI Program
Elizabeth Leef
Acting Project Officer
(202) 475-2482
TBI@ACL.GOV

TBI Coordinating Center

Ruth Seeley

Project Manager

Grant Thornton Contract Support
(855) 562-3590
TBICC@us.gt.com

Go to the ACL Federal TBI Program website at
http://www.acl.gov/Programs/AoD/TBl/Index.aspx
to learn more.
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