How Can We Improve AT Reuse?
By supporting programs at the national, state and local levels,
OSERS wants to ensure an efficient and effective system for getting
used AT into the hands of those who need it. The Pass It On Center
is working at the national level to improve promotion, coordination
and networking. For more information about or assistance with AT
reuse, contact:

Pass It On Center

c/o Georgia Department of Labor, Tools for Life

1700 Century Circle, Suite 300
Atlanta, GA 30345-3020

1-800-497-8665

www.passitoncenter.org/contact.shtmi
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NATIONAL SUPPORT FOR THE REUSE OF ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY

What Is AT Reuse?

For many people with disabilities, assistive technology (AT) is an
essential support to daily living. A person may depend on a wheelchair,
walker, special computer keyboard, speech generating device or other
AT device at home, at school or at work. Finding ways to make AT more
available is something with which few could argue.

Over many years, the U.S. Department of Education's Office of
Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) )
has supported research in assistive technology, as
well as making AT more available to people with
disabilities. More recently, OSERS has supported a
number of activities to encourage and support AT reuse
under the Assistive Technology Act. OSERS is now taking
the lead on a national level to promote and encourage AT
reuse through grants to state agencies, non-profit
organizations and other entities to support AT reuse. OSERS
also is funding a national coordination center, The Pass It On
Center, to provide technical assistance and networking opportunities
for state agencies and other entities that are awarded grants to support
AT reuse (see www.passitoncenter.org for more information).

Reuse of AT is emerging as one of the ways to make AT more available.
To the extent that AT reuse is practiced today, it is generally done through:

» Device exchange programs in which a “seller” and a “buyer” are
connected directly with each other, as with classified ads; or

» Device reassignment programs in which an organization
accepts, sanitizes, repairs and stores donated AT items until new
owners are found.

Why Reuse AT?

Reuse of assistive technology makes common sense.

Many people can't get the AT they need because they can't afford new
devices and can't get funding from private insurance or federal, state or
local sources. People in need of AT may turn to AT reuse programs
because these programs often do not have eligibility requirements. In
addition, used AT is generally more affordable, if not free. Others may
choose used AT because they do not want to invest in new
devices if they will be needed for only a short time.

AT reuse also benefits those giving away the
AT. Passing on used devices means no
longer needing to store them and sparing
the environment the impact of throwing
them away. In addition, those who donate

AT know they are helping people in need.

Who Is Involved in AT Reuse?

Hundreds of organizations around the country, large and
small, are involved in AT reuse. From state agencies, to

nonprofits, to hospitals, to churches, there are AT reuse programs

in all parts of the country that meet all kinds of needs.

Under the Assistive Technology Act, the Rehabilitation Services
Administration component of OSERS funds a statewide AT
program in each of the 50 states and six territories, and the
majority of these programs support AT device reuse activities. To
find the program in your state, visit the following Web site:

www.passitoncenter.org/locations.shtml


www.passitoncenter.org/locations.shtml
http:www.passitoncenter.org




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		at-reuse.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 2



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Skipped		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



