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Dear Colleague:  

On July 22, 2014, President Obama signed into law the Workforce Innovation and 

Opportunity Act (WIOA), which reauthorizes programs that had been previously authorized 

under the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (WIA), as well as programs under the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Rehabilitation Act).  The amendments to the Rehabilitation Act that 

directly impact the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) took 

effect upon enactment.  In order to better align program priorities with agency goals and 

priorities, the new statutory provisions incorporate “independent living” into the name and 

mission of NIDRR (National Institute on Disability, Independent Living and Rehabilitation 

Research) and move the program’s administration to the Administration on Community Living 

in the  Department of Health and Human Services.   

The move will strengthen the synergy among programming, services, and rigorous 

scientific research and foster greater accountability for promoting independent living and full 

inclusion of individuals with disabilities in their communities. In addition to the transfer of the 

NIDRR research portfolio, the Interagency Committee on Disability Research (ICDR) is also 

administratively transferred to the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the 

Secretary.  The WIOA amendments incorporate independent living as a focus of NIDRR’s 

advisory council for which nominees are currently being vetted.    

Going forward, NIDRR will continue to work under its current long range plan and will 

also be attentive to the new facets of our mission. NIDRR will maintain its newer as well as its 

long-standing strategic partnerships with the nearly 20 Federal agencies and programs across the 

government with similar interests in the health and function, employment, and community living 

of individuals with disabilities.   



The role of the field in the conduct of research and in the peer review process will 

continue to be critical to NIDRR’s success under the WIOA amendments.  As has historically 

been the case, you will have the opportunity to provide input throughout the transition period.  In 

the near future, more details will be provided regarding implementation plans, including 

information and resources that can assist you in understanding the impact of these changes.  

NIDRR is committed to working with our colleagues at HHS to ensure an orderly 

transition for its programs and staff.  To minimize any disruption in grantee activities and 

contracted delivery of services, HHS and ED have agreed that NIDRR will continue to 

administer them until the transition has been completed.    

I look forward to working with you and hearing from you as we implement WIOA 

amendments to the Rehabilitation Act.  

 

Sincerely,  

/s/  

John Tschida  

Director 

 


