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Introduction 
 

The Lifespan Respite Care Program (LRCP) was authorized by Congress in 
December 2006.  Since 2009, the Administration on Aging (AoA) has been working with 
states to develop and enhance respite care delivery systems and improve the availability 
and quality of respite care services.  Lifespan Respite Care Programs are coordinated 
systems of accessible, community-based respite care services for family caregivers of 
children or adults of all ages with special needs.  Such systems bring together Federal, 
state and local resources and funding streams to help support, expand and streamline the 
delivery of planned and emergency respite services, recruitment and training of respite 
workers, and caregiver training and empowerment.     
 

In 2011, Congress will consider reauthorization of the LRCP effective in FY 
2012.  To help inform the reauthorization process, AoA solicited input from interested 
individuals and organizations.   Between January 6 and March 31, 2011, a total of 23 
responses were received electronically and in writing and addressed a range of topics 
including broad general support for the continuation of the program to specific 
suggestions about its future development and administration.   Following is a summary of 
the input that was received. 
 
Input Summary 
 

All 23 responders in one way or another indicated strong support for the program 
and respite services in general.  Five respondents urged Congress to make no changes to 
the Act, including retaining current statutory language and intent stipulating that all 
populations are to be served and that no phase-in of population groups be permitted.   
Four responders specifically indicated that the mandatory provisions in the law that focus 
on serving the broadest age and disability spectrum should be retained.  In addition, it 
was requested these provisions continue to be required at the outset of grant activities and 
that programs develop on a statewide basis from the beginning. 
 

Three responders expressed support for the continued strong roles and functions 
of the stateside Respite Coalitions and the continued requirement of the memorandum of 
agreement between the Coalition and the Lead Agency.  Such a memorandum provides 
assurances to constituents, members and stakeholders of their participation in planning 
and implementation of the Program and ensures respite expertise and caregiver input 
across the age and disability spectrum. 
 

Four responders felt strongly that the Lifespan Respite Care Program should not 
be folded or consolidated into the Older Americans Act or other federal programs.  The 



Act contains provisions for building respite capacity and provides for the development of 
planned and emergency respite; the recruitment and training of respite providers; and 
improving quality, collaboration, coordination and access to respite for all ages.  Such 
provisions make the Act a unique and a critical component of overall long term services 
and supports system.  
 

Finally, as the statute is currently written, states have considerable flexibility and 
local control in implementing Lifespan Respite Care Programs.  Five responders felt that 
such flexibility and local control should be retained in the reauthorization of the Act as 
such qualities permit states to determine the best approaches for developing respite 
systems that respond to the unique needs within their own communities.  




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Input_Summary_April_2011.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
