	OILP Communication – September 2025

	Dear Colleagues,
Below are recent updates from ACL.
Reporting & Guidance

New Monitoring Tools Available
We are excited to announce new resources on the OILP Monitoring web page. Developed in partnership with the Independent Living (IL) network, these tools are designed to strengthen our shared work in independent living.
Resources include- Monitoring Overview, Baseline Monitoring Overview, Targeted Monitoring Overview, Comprehensive Monitoring Overview, and the CIL Program Performance Report (PPR) Completion Tool.
Check them out and let us know what you think!
Indirect Cost Rate Proposals
We have recently received questions on the topic of indirect cost rate proposals. For guidance, please visit Indirect Cost Negotiations | HHS.gov. To submit an indirect cost rate proposal, the portal is available at HHS ICAS Customer Portal. For contact information, please visit Indirect Cost Negotiations Contact Us | HHS.gov.
ACL Fiscal Review Tool Available
The fiscal review tool is available on ACL’s website for IL Programs. Please visit the page at Fiscal Resources for IL Programs.
IL Network Contact Updates
As a reminder, if there are any contact information changes for CIL Executive Directors, SILC Executive Directors, SILC Chairs or DSE’s, please let your Program Officer know. To verify the current name and contact information for your Program Officer, please view the OILP staff list on ACL’s website. For guidance on changes in Executive Directors, please visit Changes in CIL Executive Directors  under Frequently Asked Questions.
Conferences, Trainings & Technical Assistance

September OILP Town Hall
Please join us for our September 2025 OILP Town Hall on September 25, 2025, from 3:00 PM – 4:15 PM ET.

The OILP Town Hall provides an opportunity to get updates from the Office of Independent Living Programs (OILP). There is also always a question-and-answer period as well. The meeting is open to all IL stakeholders.

Board members, directors, staff – are all encouraged to attend. 

ASL interpretation and Captioning will be provided.

Join from PC, Mac, iPad, or Android:
September 2025 OILP Town Hall 
Passcode: 919518
Join via audio:
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 305 224 1968 US
+1 309 205 3325 US
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 931 3860 US
+1 253 205 0468 US
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 360 209 5623 US
+1 386 347 5053 US
+1 507 473 4847 US
+1 564 217 2000 US
+1 669 444 9171 US
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 689 278 1000 US
+1 719 359 4580 US
Webinar ID: 850 2425 6966
Passcode: 919518 

HCBS Conference Presentation
Thank you to everyone who was able to join us at the HCBS conference. A copy of ACL’s presentation entitled “Crossroads of Aging and Disability: CILs & AAAs Advancing Support for People Aging with Disability” is now available.
August 2025 OILP Town Hall
If you would like a copy of the meeting notes, please contact your Program Officer. 
NCIL 2025 Annual Conference
For links to the conference materials, please visit NCIL 2025 Annual Conference. 
IL Training and Technical Assistance Center
We are pleased to share information on upcoming training opportunities from the IL Training and Technical Assistance Center occurring in September. Should you have any questions, please reach out directly at 406-243-5300 or ILTTACenter@mso.umt.edu.
The IL T&TA Center, operated by the University of Montana’s Rural Institute for Inclusive Communities (RIIC) and funded by ACL, provides expert information, support, and training tailored for Centers for Independent Living (CILs), Statewide Independent Living Councils (SILCs), and Designated State Entities (DSEs).
Stay Connected: Get connected through the IL T & TA Center website and sign up for updates and training.
Check out Previous Trainings: Review IL T & TA Center recordings and download materials on topics including CIL Workplans Serving Youth, Nursing Home Transition, CIL Assurances, and SILC Policies and Procedures.
Submit Questions and Ask for Help: Request training and technical assistance (expert help for your organization) by filling out the IL T & TA Center request form.
Upcoming Training Opportunities
(Click the links below to register or learn more)
· 9/16/2025 • 3:00–4:00 PM ET — SILC Connection: Telling Your Story – Measuring your Impact through Data — SILC Connection
· 9/18/2025 • 3:00–4:30 PM ET — Webinar: Expanding Access – Identifying and Reaching Underserved Populations in IL — Identifying and Reaching Underserved Populations in IL
· 9/24/2025 • 3:00–4:30 PM ET — Webinar: DSE Role in the IL Network — DSE Role in the IL Network
· 9/25/2025 • 3:00 PM ET — The Partnership for Inclusive Disaster Strategies Webinar — Strengthening Transit Evacuation Plans — Strengthening Transit Evacuation Plans
Opportunities for Engagement

Request for Nominations for Federal Healthcare Advisory Committee
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) are establishing the Healthcare Advisory Committee—a group of experts charged with delivering strategic recommendations directly to HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and CMS Administrator Dr. Mehmet Oz to improve how care is financed and delivered across Medicare, Medicaid and the Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and the Health Insurance Marketplace.
For more information, please visit the CMS website or view the Federal Register Notice.
To submit a nomination, please e‑mail HAC@cms.hhs.gov with the subject line “Healthcare Advisory Committee Nomination” by September 22, 2025.
For questions related to submitting nominations, please email HAC@cms.hhs.gov.
Success Stories

Strengthening Services Through Strategic Investment: New Mexico
Thanks to increased funding from the State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) and the State of New Mexico, the Independent Living (IL) Network is celebrating major capacity‑building achievements. These investments have empowered Centers for Independent Living (CILs) to expand services, improve accessibility, and deepen community impact.
Highlights include:
· Choices Center for Independent Living — Relocated to a more suitable and accessible space; added a full‑time team member; broadened outreach efforts.
· San Juan Center for Independence — Continued focus on essential IL services, youth advocacy, and outreach; currently serving 745 active consumers; hiring a new transportation staff member to better support consumer mobility and access.

Western New York IL Shines Spotlight on Disability Culture at Buffalo Festival
More than 80 organizations participated in the festival in July 2025 as a recognition of the disability community and the 35th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act. For more information, please visit Disability Festival.
Resources

Spotlighting National Disaster Preparedness Month
September is National Disaster Preparedness Month! Get ready by visiting Ready.gov – People with Disabilities.
CILs can play a major role in helping consumers prepare for, respond to, and recover following a disaster by supporting individual and group disaster planning. Core services such as peer mentoring, skills training, and advocacy are central to an actionable disaster plan.
If you need technical assistance, contact The Partnership for Inclusive Disaster Strategies. If you have examples of innovative disaster‑related work, please reach out to your program officer so we can spotlight your work where possible.
Empowerment Through Partnership Toolkit for CILs
We are excited to share this toolkit, available through the ACL‑funded Disability Employment Technical Assistance Center. The toolkit provides strategies to develop and sustain partnerships that enhance employment programs and outcomes for people with disabilities. To view this toolkit, please visit Empowerment Through Partnership. 
The Power of CILs
Please view the commercial “The Power of CILs” from the Administration for Community Living. 

Please share this newsletter with your staff so they can use these great resources. As always, please feel free to contact our office if you have questions.



