	OILP Communication – July 2026

	Dear Colleagues,
Please see below for the latest updates from the Administration for Community Living. 
New Here? Stay Connected with OILP
Don't miss important announcements, resources, webinars, technical assistance opportunities, and other updates from the Office of Independent Living Programs (OILP).
To subscribe to the OILP mailing list, update your contact information, or unsubscribe from future communications, email OILP@acl.hhs.gov with your request.
Please feel free to share this information with colleagues, partners, and others who may benefit from receiving OILP updates.
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PY2024 CIL Annual PPR Data Available: The Program Year (PY) 2024 Programmatic Performance Report (PPR) is available for viewing under Annual Performance Data and Outcomes, subheading of CIL Annual Program Performance Report (PPR) Datafiles.
Monitoring Tools Available: We are excited to announce resources on the OILP Monitoring web page. Developed in partnership with the Independent Living (IL) network, these tools are designed to strengthen our shared work in independent living.
Resources include – Monitoring Overview, Baseline Monitoring Overview, Targeted Monitoring Overview, Comprehensive Monitoring Overview, CIL Program Performance Report (PPR) Completion Tool and CIL Evaluation Tool.
Check them out and let us know what you think!
Indirect Cost Rate Proposals: We have recently received questions on the topic of indirect cost rate proposals. For guidance, please visit Indirect Cost Negotiations | HHS.gov. To submit an indirect cost rate proposal, the portal is available at HHS ICAS Customer Portal. For contact information, please visit Indirect Cost Negotiations Contact Us | HHS.gov.
ACL Fiscal Review Tool Available: The fiscal review tool is available on ACL’s website for IL Programs. Please visit the page at Fiscal Resources for IL Programs.
IL Network Contact Updates: As a reminder, if there are any contact information changes for CIL Executive Directors, SILC Executive Directors, SILC Chairs or DSEs, please let your Program Officer know. To verify the current name and contact information for your Program Officer, please view the OILP staff list under Frequently Asked Questions on ACL’s website. For guidance on changes in Executive Directors, please visit Changes in CIL Executive Directors .
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HCBS Conference in Baltimore, MD – Seeking Independent Living Panelists, August 23–27 — The Administration on Disabilities (AoD) is seeking Independent Living stakeholders interested in participating in a panel discussion, Beyond Compliance: IL Partnerships That Elevate HCBS, at the upcoming HCBS Conference in Baltimore.
The session will highlight how Centers for Independent Living (CILs), consumers, and other IL stakeholders are partnering with state Medicaid agencies to strengthen Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS). Topics will include advisory and leadership roles, quality assurance activities, consumer feedback mechanisms, peer-led self-advocacy training, and other strategies that elevate the voice of people with disabilities in HCBS design and delivery.
States and IL partners will share examples of successful collaborations and practical approaches that can be replicated across the country. If you are interested in serving as a panelist, please contact Erica McFadden.
Save the Date
August 2026 OILP Town Hall
Thursday, August 20, 2026
3:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. Eastern Time
Please join us for our August 2026 OILP Town Hall via Zoom on August 20, 2026, from 3:00 PM – 4:15 PM Eastern Time. 
The OILP Town Hall provides an opportunity to get updates from the Office of Independent Living Programs (OILP).There is also always a question-and-answer period as well. The meeting is open to all IL stakeholders.
Board members, directors, staff – are all encouraged to attend. 
ASL interpretation and Captioning will be provided. 
Passcode:329329
Phone one-tap:
+13017158592,,86132604553#,,,,*329329# US (Washington DC)
+13126266799,,86132604553#,,,,*329329# US (Chicago)
Join via audio:
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 931 3860 US
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 305 224 1968 US
+1 309 205 3325 US
+1 507 473 4847 US
+1 564 217 2000 US
+1 669 444 9171 US
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 689 278 1000 US
+1 719 359 4580 US
+1 253 205 0468 US
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 360 209 5623 US
+1 386 347 5053 US
Webinar ID: 861 3260 4553
Passcode: 329329 
U.S. Access Board Webinar: Accessible Voting in Tribal and Rural Communities
August 6, 2026 | 2:30–4:00 p.m. ET
Please join the U.S. Access Board and the Native American Disability Law Center (NADLC) for a collaborative webinar exploring accessibility in Tribal and rural polling places. Participants will learn about findings from NADLC's report on polling place accessibility in Navajo Nation and Hopi Tribal elections, hear examples of community-led advocacy that has advanced voting accessibility, and discuss practical strategies that self-advocates, families, professionals, and community organizations can use to improve access to the voting process.
The webinar will include video remote interpreting (VRI) and real-time captioning. Participants may also earn continuing education credits.
Registration:  Accessible Voting in Tribal and Rural Communities Webinar 
Save the Date: Joint Meeting of ACL's Family Caregiving Advisory Councils
July 29, 2026 | 12:00–4:30 p.m. ET
Save the date for the joint meeting of the Recognize, Assist, Include, Support, and Engage (RAISE) Family Caregiving Advisory Council and the Advisory Council to Support Grandparents Raising Grandchildren (SGRG). During this hybrid meeting, council members will review updates to the National Strategy to Support Family Caregivers and vote on revisions prior to federal clearance. The agenda will also feature a panel discussion on implementing the National Strategy, including remarks from ACL Principal Deputy Administrator Mary Lazare and philanthropic leaders.
The meeting will be held in person in Washington, DC, with a livestream available for virtual participants. Additional meeting information and livestream details will be posted on the RAISE and SGRG webpages.
IL Training and Technical Assistance Center- July 2026: We are pleased to share information on upcoming training opportunities from the IL Training and Technical Assistance Center. Should you have any questions, please reach out directly at 406-243-5300 or ILTTACenter@mso.umt.edu.
The IL T&TA Center, operated by the University of Montana’s Rural Institute for Inclusive Communities (RIIC) and funded by ACL, provides expert information, support, and training tailored for Centers for Independent Living (CILs), Statewide Independent Living Councils (SILCs), and Designated State Entities (DSEs).
Stay Connected: Get connected through the IL T&TA Center website and sign up for updates and training.
Check out Previous Trainings: Review recordings and download materials on topics including CIL Workplans Serving Youth, Nursing Home Transition, CIL Assurances, and SILC Policies and Procedures.
Submit Questions and Ask for Help: Request training and technical assistance (expert help for your organization) by filling out the training and technical assistance request form.
July 2026 IL T&TA Center Activities

Explore Additional Resources:
· Self-Paced E-Courses
· Resource Library

Housing and Urban Development’s Design and Construction Resource Center Training Calendar: The Design and Construction Resource Center’s training calendar is now available.  
[bookmark: Funding_Opportunities]Funding Opportunities
Peer Supports for Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)
Application Deadline: July 22, 2026
ACL's Administration on Disabilities has announced a new funding opportunity to strengthen and expand a national peer support network for individuals who use augmentative and alternative communication (AAC). One award of up to $2.3 million over three years will support the development of a peer-led national resource that promotes leadership, self-determination, economic security, community engagement, and improved access to AAC resources for individuals with speech-related disabilities.
Learn More & Apply: Peer Supports for Augmentative and Alternative Communication
Questions should be directed to Katherine.Cargill-Willis@acl.hhs.gov. 
Advancing State Implementation of the National Strategy to Support Family Caregivers
Application Deadline: July 22, 2026
ACL's Administration on Aging is accepting applications for Advancing State Implementation of the National Strategy to Support Family Caregivers. Awards of up to $490,000 over 24 months will support states in implementing at least three goals of the National Strategy through collaboration across state agencies, developmental disabilities agencies, tribes, and tribal entities. The initiative is designed to strengthen cross-agency coordination and improve support for family caregivers through statewide partnerships.
Learn More & Apply: Advancing State Implementation of the National Strategy to Support Family Caregivers 
Questions should be directed to aoa.oaa@acl.hhs.gov. 
National Information and Referral (I&R) Support Center
Application Deadline: July 22, 2026
ACL's Administration on Aging has announced a funding opportunity for the National Information and Referral (I&R) Support Center. One or more awardees will receive up to $675,000 over three years to strengthen the nation's aging and disability information and referral network. The project will support national leadership, technical assistance, training, peer learning, and the development of evidence-informed practices that improve access to information and services for older adults, people with disabilities, their families, and caregivers.
Learn More & Apply: National Information and Referral Support Center
Questions should be directed to AoA.OAA@acl.hhs.gov. 
Funding Opportunity: Lifespan Respite Care Program – State Grants
Application Deadline: July 22, 2026
ACL's Administration on Aging is seeking applications for the Lifespan Respite Care Program: State Grants. Awards totaling up to $4,430,133 over three years will support states in developing and strengthening coordinated respite care systems for family caregivers. Funding may be used to expand respite services, recruit and train respite providers and volunteers, improve caregiver access to respite resources, and enhance caregiver education and support.
Learn More & Apply: Lifespan Respite Care Program: State Grants 
Questions should be directed to AOA.OAA@acl.hhs.gov
National Chronic Disease Self-Management Education (CDSME) Resource Center
Application Deadline: July 22, 2026
ACL's Administration on Aging has announced a funding opportunity for the National Chronic Disease Self-Management Education (CDSME) Resource Center. One award of up to $2,977,686 over three years will support the expansion of evidence-based chronic disease self-management programs through collaboration with the aging and disability network, healthcare systems, public health agencies, and community-based organizations. The Resource Center will provide technical assistance, promote best practices, and strengthen data infrastructure to expand program reach and long-term sustainability.
Learn More & Apply: National Chronic Disease Self-Management Education Resource Center
Questions should be directed to AoA.OAA@acl.hhs.gov. 
National Resource Centers on Older Indians, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiian Programs
Application Deadline: July 27, 2026
ACL's Administration on Aging is accepting applications to establish National Resource Centers that will strengthen services for older American Indians, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians. Awards totaling up to $1.02 million over three years will support training, technical assistance, outreach, and the dissemination of promising practices to enhance services and build organizational capacity across Native communities.
Learn More & Apply: National Resource Centers on Older Indians, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiian Programs
Questions should be directed to TitleVI.Grants@acl.hhs.gov.
National Long-Term Care Ombudsman Resource Center
Application Deadline: July 29, 2026
ACL's Administration on Aging is seeking applications for the National Long-Term Care Ombudsman Resource Center. One award of up to $516,407 annually for three years will support expert training and technical assistance for State Long-Term Care Ombudsman Programs nationwide, strengthening advocacy and protections for residents of long-term care facilities.
Learn More & Apply: National Long-Term Care Ombudsman Resource Center
Questions should be directed to aoa.oaa@acl.hhs.gov.
Caregiver AI Prize Competition 
Phase 1 Application Deadline: July 31, 2026
The Administration for Community Living (ACL), has launched Phase 1 of the ACL Caregiver AI Prize Competition, a national challenge designed to support caregivers and the caregiving workforce through responsible uses of artificial intelligence (AI). The prize challenge calls on technology innovators to partner with caregivers, home care providers, and organizations in aging and disability networks to develop tools that strengthen care at home and in the community.
More information about Phase 1 is available at Caregiver AI Prize Competition.
Funding Opportunity: Expanding Awareness and Enrollment in ABLE Accounts
Application Deadline: August 3, 2026
ACL's Administration on Disabilities has announced a new funding opportunity to expand awareness and enrollment in Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Accounts for Americans with disabilities. One award of up to $3 million over three years will support efforts to increase financial literacy and promote greater use of ABLE accounts among people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families. Beginning in 2026, expanded eligibility allows individuals with a disability onset before age 46 to open an ABLE account, increasing access to this important financial resource.
Learn More & Apply: Expanding Financial Literacy and Empowerment: Increasing Awareness and Use of ABLE Accounts for Americans with Disabilities
Questions should be directed to David.Jones@acl.hhs.gov. 
Disability and Rehabilitation Research Projects (DRRP) Program – Community Living and Participation (Development)
Application Deadline: August 5, 2026
ACL's National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR) has announced a funding opportunity under the Disability and Rehabilitation Research Projects (DRRP) Program: Community Living and Participation (Development). Up to two awards of approximately $500,000 each are anticipated to support the development of innovative models, tools, technologies, methods, applications, and other practical solutions that improve community living and participation outcomes for people with disabilities. Development projects are expected to translate research into usable products and practices that can advance independent living and full community inclusion. Eligible applicants include states, institutions of higher education, nonprofit and for-profit organizations, tribal governments, and tribal organizations. 
Learn More & Apply: Disability and Rehabilitation Research Projects (DRRP) Program: Community Living and Participation (Development)
Questions should be directed to maureen.linden@acl.hhs.gov. 
Disability and Rehabilitation Research Projects (DRRP) Program – Community Living and Participation (Research)
Application Deadline: August 5, 2026
ACL's National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR) is accepting applications for the Disability and Rehabilitation Research Projects (DRRP) Program: Community Living and Participation (Research). Up to two awards of approximately $500,000 each are anticipated to support rigorous research that expands knowledge about strategies, services, and interventions that improve community living and participation for people with disabilities. Projects should generate new scientific knowledge and evidence that can strengthen policies, programs, and practices supporting independent living, community integration, and full participation in society. Eligible applicants include states, institutions of higher education, nonprofit and for-profit organizations, tribal governments, and tribal organizations. 
Learn More & Apply: Disability and Rehabilitation Research Projects (DRRP) Program: Community Living and Participation (Research) 
Questions should be directed to maureen.linden@acl.hhs.gov. 
Cultivating Connected Communities Challenge
Application Deadline: August 26, 2026
The Administration for Community Living (ACL) has launched Phase 1 of the Cultivating Connected Communities Challenge, a national competition that supports accessible community gardens serving people with disabilities and older adults.
The challenge promotes healthy eating, wellness, social connection, and community participation through inclusive garden design and programming. Funding may support accessibility enhancements, adaptive gardening tools, and other improvements that help ensure people of all abilities can participate.
Please visit ACL Cultivating Connected Communities Challenge for additional information. 
Rehabilitation Research and Training Center (RRTC) on Interventions to Promote Community Living Among People with Disabilities
Application Deadline: September 30, 2026
ACL's National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR) has announced a funding opportunity for a Rehabilitation Research and Training Center (RRTC) on Interventions to Promote Community Living Among People with Disabilities. The RRTC program supports advanced research, training, and information dissemination to improve rehabilitation services, independent living, and community participation for people with disabilities. The selected center will conduct research on effective interventions that promote successful community living, develop training and technical assistance resources, and share research findings with practitioners, policymakers, and the disability community to improve outcomes nationwide. The opportunity is intended to strengthen evidence-based practices that help individuals with disabilities live, work, and participate fully in their communities. 
Learn More & Apply: Rehabilitation Research and Training Center (RRTC) on Interventions to Promote Community Living Among People with Disabilities
Questions should be directed to dawn.carlson@acl.hhs.gov.
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Share Your Transportation Innovations with OILP
As OILP continues to participate in the Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM), we are looking to highlight innovative transportation solutions that are helping people with disabilities live, work, and participate fully in their communities.
Has your Center for Independent Living (CIL) developed—or is it planning—a creative transportation initiative? Whether your program expands access to employment, healthcare, education, community activities, volunteer driver programs, travel training, mobility management, accessible transit partnerships, or other transportation solutions, we'd love to hear about it.
By sharing your successes, lessons learned, and innovative approaches, you can help inform transportation efforts across the Independent Living Network and among CCAM's federal partners while showcasing the important work being done by CILs nationwide.
[bookmark: Sharing_Your_Stories]Please send your stories, photos, videos, or links to online content to OILP@acl.hhs.gov. Be sure to include your organization's name, location, and a contact person in case we have follow-up questions. Your transportation innovation may be featured in a future OILP newsletter or shared with CCAM partners to help advance accessible transportation and community mobility across the country.
Sharing Your Stories
In recognition of Disability Pride Month, the ADA Anniversary, and the enduring impact of the Olmstead decision, we are pleased to highlight success stories that demonstrate the leadership, innovation, and advocacy of the Independent Living Network. Together, these examples illustrate how Centers for Independent Living are expanding opportunities for people with disabilities to live independently and participate fully in their communities.
IL Spotlight: Ocean State Center for Independent Living, Warwick, RI— Through its Peer Support & Advocacy Group, the Ocean State Center for Independent Living (OSCIL) is empowering individuals with disabilities to become effective advocates for systems change. As part of the group's advocacy efforts, members testified before the Rhode Island Finance Committee in support of continued funding for the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority's "RIde Anywhere" paratransit program, which provides critical door-to-door transportation services for individuals with disabilities throughout the state.
The group's advocacy contributed to continued funding for the program, helping preserve accessible transportation options that support community living, employment, healthcare access, and full participation in community life. In addition to legislative advocacy, group members have participated in community accessibility initiatives, including evaluating pedestrian accessibility and signage to improve community inclusion. This consumer-led effort demonstrates how peer support and systems advocacy can advance accessibility and strengthen independent living for people with disabilities. For more information, please visit the Ocean State Center for Independent Living website .
IL Spotlight: Northern Regional Center for Independent Living, Watertown, NY— On July 23, 2026, the Northern Regional Center for Independent Living (NRCIL) will host a free community celebration recognizing the 36th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The event will bring together community organizations to celebrate disability rights while highlighting resources related to accessibility, housing, employment, education, and community inclusion.
This community celebration reflects the ongoing impact of the ADA by promoting equal opportunity, raising awareness of disability rights, and connecting individuals with disabilities and their families to valuable community resources that support independent living. For more information, please visit the Northern Regional Center for Independent Living website.
August OILP Newsletter Theme: Back-to-School, Youth Transition, and Building the Next Generation of Independent Living Leaders
As we prepare the August 2026 OILP Newsletter, we invite the Independent Living Network to share success stories that celebrate youth leadership, transition to adulthood, and the many ways Centers for Independent Living and partners are helping young people with disabilities achieve greater independence, education, employment, and community participation.
August marks the beginning of the back-to-school season for many students and provides an opportunity to highlight the Independent Living Network's role in supporting successful transitions from school to postsecondary education, employment, independent living, and community engagement.
To recognize these efforts, we are seeking success stories that highlight:
· Youth transition services that supported successful movement from high school to postsecondary education, employment, vocational training, or community living. 
· Independent living skills training that helped youth and young adults build confidence and prepare for adult life. 
· Youth leadership, mentoring, and peer support initiatives that empowered young people with disabilities to become advocates and community leaders. 
· Partnerships with schools, vocational rehabilitation agencies, employers, colleges, universities, American Job Centers, or other community organizations that expanded opportunities for youth with disabilities. 
· Pre-Employment Transition Services (Pre-ETS) or other collaborative efforts that prepared youth for competitive integrated employment. 
· Innovative programs that promoted self-determination, consumer control, financial literacy, transportation, housing readiness, or other skills that support independent living. 
· Success stories demonstrating how youth with disabilities achieved meaningful educational, employment, or independent living outcomes through Independent Living services. 
· Community programs that promote healthy lifestyles, wellness, recreation, or community participation for youth and young adults with disabilities. 
We also welcome stories that demonstrate innovative approaches, promising practices, and collaborative partnerships that can be shared across the Independent Living Network to strengthen services and improve outcomes for youth nationwide.
Please send written stories, links to online content, or short videos to OILP@acl.hhs.gov. Be sure to include your organization’s name, location, and a contact person in case we have follow-up questions. Your story could be featured in an upcoming newsletter, report or shared both internally and externally to support learning across the ACL network.
If your organization shares success stories on social media, please include your social media handles (e.g., Facebook, LinkedIn, X, Instagram, or other platforms). We'd love the opportunity to help amplify your work by resharing your stories with the broader Independent Living Network whenever appropriate.
Resources
Navigating Tribal Transportation Funding: This new joint resource from ACL and the Federal Transit Administration offers information to help tribal communities improve transportation access and efficiency. The resource provides details on federal fund braiding, coordinated transportation strategies, and federal funding opportunities.
HHS emPOWER Program: The HHS emPOWER Program is a mission-critical partnership between the Administration for Strategic Preparedness and Response (ASPR) and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). The HHS emPOWER Program provides federal data, mapping, and artificial intelligence tools, as well as training and resources, to help communities nationwide protect the health of at-risk Medicare beneficiaries, including over 4.6 million individuals who live independently and rely on electricity-dependent durable medical and assistive equipment and devices, and/or certain essential health care services. For more information, please visit HHS EmPOWER Program. 
The Power of Centers for Independent Living: This CIL video spotlights how Centers for Independent Living (CILs) are advancing accessible and affordable housing for people with disabilities. Featuring a real-world example, the video highlights the vital role CILs play in helping individuals navigate housing systems, overcome barriers, and live independently in their communities.
As always, please feel free to contact OILP@acl.hhs.gov if you have questions.
Sincerely,
The OILP Team

	



