	OILP Communication – June 2026

	Dear Colleagues,
Please see below for the latest updates from the Administration for Community Living. 
New Here? Stay Connected with OILP
Don't miss important announcements, resources, webinars, technical assistance opportunities, and other updates from the Office of Independent Living Programs (OILP).
To subscribe to the OILP mailing list, update your contact information, or unsubscribe from future communications, email OILP@acl.hhs.gov with your request.
Please feel free to share this information with colleagues, partners, and others who may benefit from receiving OILP updates.
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PY2024 CIL Annual PPR Data Available: The Program Year (PY) 2024 Programmatic Performance Report (PPR) is available for viewing under Annual Performance Data and Outcomes, subheading of CIL Annual Program Performance Report (PPR) Datafiles.
Monitoring Tools Available: We are excited to announce resources on the OILP Monitoring web page. Developed in partnership with the Independent Living (IL) network, these tools are designed to strengthen our shared work in independent living.
Resources include – Monitoring Overview, Baseline Monitoring Overview, Targeted Monitoring Overview, Comprehensive Monitoring Overview, CIL Program Performance Report (PPR) Completion Tool and CIL Evaluation Tool.
Check them out and let us know what you think!
Indirect Cost Rate Proposals: We have recently received questions on the topic of indirect cost rate proposals. For guidance, please visit Indirect Cost Negotiations | HHS.gov. To submit an indirect cost rate proposal, the portal is available at HHS ICAS Customer Portal. For contact information, please visit Indirect Cost Negotiations Contact Us | HHS.gov.
ACL Fiscal Review Tool Available: The fiscal review tool is available on ACL’s website for IL Programs. Please visit the page at Fiscal Resources for IL Programs.
IL Network Contact Updates: As a reminder, if there are any contact information changes for CIL Executive Directors, SILC Executive Directors, SILC Chairs or DSEs, please let your Program Officer know. To verify the current name and contact information for your Program Officer, please view the OILP staff list under Frequently Asked Questions on ACL’s website. For guidance on changes in Executive Directors, please visit Changes in CIL Executive Directors .
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HCBS Conference in Baltimore – Seeking Independent Living Panelists, August 23–27 — The Administration on Disabilities (AoD) is seeking Independent Living stakeholders interested in participating in a panel discussion, Beyond Compliance: IL Partnerships That Elevate HCBS, at the upcoming HCBS Conference in Baltimore.
The session will highlight how Centers for Independent Living (CILs), consumers, and other IL stakeholders are partnering with state Medicaid agencies to strengthen Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS). Topics will include advisory and leadership roles, quality assurance activities, consumer feedback mechanisms, peer-led self-advocacy training, and other strategies that elevate the voice of people with disabilities in HCBS design and delivery.
States and IL partners will share examples of successful collaborations and practical approaches that can be replicated across the country. If you are interested in serving as a panelist, please contact Erica McFadden at erica.mcfadden@acl.hhs.gov.
OILP Town Hall Summer Schedule Update
Due to scheduling conflicts with the Cultivating Connected Communities Prize Challenge and multiple conferences, OILP will be taking a brief summer break from our monthly Town Hall meetings.
We appreciate your continued engagement and look forward to reconnecting with the Independent Living Network later this summer.
Save the Date
OILP Town Hall
Thursday, August 20, 2026
3:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. Eastern Time
Additional details and registration information will be shared closer to the event.
CareKey Patient Advocacy Toolkit Webinar: Navigating Health Insurance Appeals for Durable Medical Equipment (DME) — Please join advocates from the Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation and United Spinal Association, along with a clinician, for a discussion on navigating the health insurance appeals process, with a focus on Durable Medical Equipment (DME), including urological supplies. Participants will hear real-world experiences, learn practical advocacy strategies, and receive information about the CareKey Patient Advocacy Toolkit, a resource designed to help individuals better understand and navigate health insurance challenges.
Date: Wednesday, June 17, 2026
Time: 1:00 p.m. ET
Location: Virtual
Cost: Free
Registration: CareKey Patient Advocacy Toolkit Webinar
This webinar is intended for individuals with disabilities, family members, caregivers, advocates, and others supporting access to care. Presented in partnership with the Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation and United Spinal Association and sponsored by Becton Dickinson (BD).
Disclaimer: This webinar is provided for educational purposes only.
IL Training and Technical Assistance Center- June 2026: We are pleased to share information on upcoming training opportunities from the IL Training and Technical Assistance Center. Should you have any questions, please reach out directly at 406-243-5300 or ILTTACenter@mso.umt.edu.
The IL T&TA Center, operated by the University of Montana’s Rural Institute for Inclusive Communities (RIIC) and funded by ACL, provides expert information, support, and training tailored for Centers for Independent Living (CILs), Statewide Independent Living Councils (SILCs), and Designated State Entities (DSEs).
Stay Connected: Get connected through the IL T&TA Center website and sign up for updates and training.
Check out Previous Trainings: Review recordings and download materials on topics including CIL Workplans Serving Youth, Nursing Home Transition, CIL Assurances, and SILC Policies and Procedures.
Submit Questions and Ask for Help: Request training and technical assistance (expert help for your organization) by filling out the training and technical assistance request form.
June 2026 IL T&TA Center Activities 
Ask Anything: Open Office Hour 
June 11, 2026 | 3:00–4:00 PM ET 
June 2026 Ask Anything Registration 
SILC Connection: The SILC’s Role in Advocacy
June 16, 2026 | 3:00–4:00 PM ET 
June 2026 SILC Connection Registration 
Learn & Share: Supporting Consumers through Service Disruption 
June 24, 2026 | 3:00–4:00 PM ET 
June 2026 Learn and Share Registration 
Explore Our New Self-Paced E-Courses
· Center for Independent Living (CIL) Fundamentals
· Delivering Independent Living Services
National Summit to Increase Social Connections: Please join Commit to Connect on June 23rd-24th from 1:00 P.M. – 3:30 P.M. Eastern Time for the National Summit to Increase Social Connections, a free two-day virtual Summit exploring how social connection supports prevention, wellness, healthy aging, and independence. Registration is free but required. CART captioning and ASL interpretation will be provided. Visit the event page for additional information and to register for the event.
May 2026 OILP Town Hall Meeting Summary: Thank you for joining us during the May 2026 OILP Town Hall. To request meeting notes, please contact your Program Officer. 
Housing and Urban Development’s Design and Construction Resource Center Training Calendar: The Design and Construction Resource Center’s training calendar is now available.  
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ACL Launches Phase 1 of the Cultivating Connected Communities Challenge: The Administration for Community Living (ACL) has launched Phase 1 of the Cultivating Connected Communities Challenge, a national competition that supports accessible community gardens serving people with disabilities and older adults.
The challenge promotes healthy eating, wellness, social connection, and community participation through inclusive garden design and programming. Funding may support accessibility enhancements, adaptive gardening tools, and other improvements that help ensure people of all abilities can participate.
An informational webinar will be held on June 25, 2026. Please visit ACL Cultivating Connected Communities Challenge for additional information and deadlines.
ACL Launches Phase 1 of Caregiver AI Prize Competition: The Administration for Community Living (ACL), has launched Phase 1 of the ACL Caregiver AI Prize Competition, a national challenge designed to support caregivers and the caregiving workforce through responsible uses of artificial intelligence (AI). The prize challenge calls on technology innovators to partner with caregivers, home care providers, and organizations in aging and disability networks to develop tools that strengthen care at home and in the community.
Phase 1 applications are due July 31, 2026. More information about Phase 1 is available at Caregiver AI Prize Competition.
Sharing Your Stories
IL Spotlight: Independence, Inc., Lawrence and Kansas City, KS— Independence, Inc. partnered with foster care transition programs serving youth with disabilities who are aging out of foster care. Through extensive outreach and relationship-building efforts in the Kansas City area, the Center helped participants secure competitive integrated employment and supported the expansion of services through funding for two additional transition homes serving both young men and young women with disabilities.
This initiative demonstrates the impact of consistent community engagement and collaboration in creating meaningful opportunities for youth with disabilities as they transition to adulthood. By investing in long-term relationships and individualized supports, Independence, Inc. is helping young people build pathways to employment, independence, and community inclusion. For more information, please visit Independence Inc.
IL Spotlight: Center for Independent Living of Northwest Florida, Pensacola, FL—The Center for Independent Living of Northwest Florida recently highlighted the impact of its Durable Medical Equipment (DME) Reuse, Refurbish, and Loan Program by helping individuals with disabilities fully participate in important family milestones. During graduation season, the Center provided equipment to family members visiting the area, enabling them to attend and participate in graduation ceremonies and celebrations alongside their loved ones.
The Center also continues to expand access through its MILES (Mobile Independent Living Education Services) Program, which brings equipment and supports directly to individuals who may be unable to travel to the Center. One notable example involved delivering assistance to an individual whose power wheelchair became disabled while stranded in a busy crosswalk, helping ensure their safety and mobility.
This work demonstrates how flexible service delivery, community partnerships, and innovative outreach can remove barriers and increase participation, independence, and inclusion for people with disabilities. Through programs like DME Reuse and MILES, the Center continues to connect individuals with critical resources when and where they are needed most. For more information, please contact the Center for Independent Living of Northwest Florida at Center for Independent Living of Northwest Florida.
IL Spotlight: TARP Center for Independent Living, Paris, TN—TARP Center for Independent Living recently supported a young consumer with a disability who is completing his first year of college and working toward greater independence. Through a combination of youth transition services, adaptive recreation opportunities, and transportation supports, the Center helped the student attend an adaptive water sports camp while also making progress toward obtaining adaptive vehicle controls that will increase his mobility and independence.
The experience provided more than recreation—it helped build confidence, strengthen social connections, and reinforce the consumer’s long-term goal of transitioning from virtual learning to attending college in person. Following the camp, the consumer and his family shared that the experience provided renewed motivation and encouragement to continue pursuing his educational and independent living goals.
TARP also highlighted the value of youth leadership and engagement. The consumer serves on the Center’s Board of Directors, helping provide input on youth programming, outreach strategies, social media engagement, and the unique needs of rural communities. This collaboration demonstrates how meaningful youth involvement can strengthen independent living services while empowering the next generation of disability leaders.
Through individualized supports, community engagement, and leadership opportunities, TARP Center for Independent Living is helping young people with disabilities build confidence, pursue their goals, and achieve greater independence. For more information, please visit TARP Center for Independent Living.
IL Spotlight: Center for Independent Living Options, Palm Beach County, FL— Through a longstanding partnership with Palm Beach County Government, the Center for Independent Living Options provides housing stabilization, and independent living supports to individuals with disabilities throughout the community. The partnership funds emergency rental and utility assistance, move-in support, budgeting assistance, independent living skills training, educational advocacy, transition services, and IEP and 504 supports.
This initiative has helped hundreds of households remain stably housed and living independently while strengthening collaboration among local service providers, food banks, and community organizations. The partnership highlights how coordinated community investment can improve housing stability and expand opportunities for individuals with disabilities to remain active and engaged in their communities. For more information, please visit Center for Independent Living Options.
IL Spotlight: Ability First, Tallahassee, FL— Mandy Bianchi, Executive Director of Ability First, was recently recognized with a 2026 Domi Award in the Community Category, honoring individuals who strengthen communities through leadership, service, and innovation. The award recognizes Mandy's decades of commitment to advancing accessibility, disability advocacy, youth transition services, disaster preparedness, and independent living throughout North Florida.
This recognition reflects the important role that disability leaders play in building more inclusive communities and expanding opportunities for people with disabilities. Through Mandy's leadership, Ability First continues to advance independent living principles and promote greater accessibility, community engagement, and inclusion across the region. For more information, please visit Ability First.
IL Spotlight: Able South Carolina, Columbia, SC—Able South Carolina recently highlighted its EQUIP Youth Program, which helps young people with disabilities develop leadership, self-advocacy, employment readiness, and independent living skills as they transition into adulthood. Supported through partnerships with the South Carolina Developmental Disabilities Council and United Way, the program is helping prepare the next generation of disability leaders in South Carolina.
Able South Carolina was also recently nominated for Best Activist Group, Best Charity, and Best Place to Work in Charleston's annual Best of Charleston awards, reflecting the organization's ongoing commitment to disability advocacy, community engagement, and organizational excellence. Through innovative programs and strong community partnerships, Able South Carolina continues to advance independent living principles and create opportunities for people with disabilities across the state. For more information, please visit Able South Carolina.
July OILP Newsletter Theme: Celebrating Disability Rights, Community Living, and Independent Living Successes: As we prepare the July 2026 OILP Newsletter, we invite the Independent Living Network to help us celebrate two significant milestones in disability rights history:
June 2026 – Olmstead Anniversary
June marks the anniversary of the landmark Olmstead v. L.C. Supreme Court decision, which affirmed the right of people with disabilities to live and receive services in the most integrated setting appropriate to their needs.
To recognize this important milestone, we are seeking success stories that highlight:
Transitions from nursing facilities, institutions, or other segregated settings into community living
Diversion efforts that helped individuals avoid institutionalization
Housing-related successes that promoted independent living
Partnerships that supported successful community integration
Consumer stories demonstrating the impact of independent living services on community living outcomes
July 2026 – Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Anniversary
July marks the anniversary of the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), a landmark civil rights law that continues to expand opportunity, accessibility, and inclusion for people with disabilities.
To commemorate the ADA anniversary, we are seeking success stories that highlight:
Community advocacy efforts
Systems advocacy accomplishments
Accessibility improvements
Policy changes that increased inclusion and access
Consumer-led advocacy successes
Partnerships that advanced disability rights and equal opportunity
Community initiatives that removed barriers and improved accessibility

Please send written stories, links to online content, or short videos to OILP@acl.hhs.gov. Be sure to include your organization’s name, location, and a contact person in case we have follow-up questions. Your story could be featured in an upcoming newsletter, report or shared both internally and externally to support learning across the ACL network.
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Navigating Tribal Transportation Funding: This new joint resource from ACL and the Federal Transit Administration offers information to help tribal communities improve transportation access and efficiency. The resource provides details on federal fund braiding, coordinated transportation strategies, and federal funding opportunities.
HHS emPOWER Program: The HHS emPOWER Program is a mission-critical partnership between the Administration for Strategic Preparedness and Response (ASPR) and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). The HHS emPOWER Program provides federal data, mapping, and artificial intelligence tools, as well as training and resources, to help communities nationwide protect the health of at-risk Medicare beneficiaries, including over 4.6 million individuals who live independently and rely on electricity-dependent durable medical and assistive equipment and devices, and/or certain essential health care services. For more information, please visit HHS EmPOWER Program. 
The Power of Centers for Independent Living: This CIL video spotlights how Centers for Independent Living (CILs) are advancing accessible and affordable housing for people with disabilities. Featuring a real-world example, the video highlights the vital role CILs play in helping individuals navigate housing systems, overcome barriers, and live independently in their communities.
As always, please feel free to contact OILP@acl.hhs.gov if you have questions.
Sincerely,
The OILP Team

	



